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Growing Demand for Organic Wines: Example
Sweden.

Sales Systembolaget Litres % of all wine
sales

2006 1 461 005 0.97

2009 6 310 238 3.48

2012 10 636 961 5.47

2013 10 651 289 5.38

2014 21 288 052 10.77

2015 32 919 507 16.67





Organic Viticulture is 
out of the niche !



ECOVIN facts
[qualifying date December, 31st. 2018]

• 241 Members 

• in 12 german winegrowing regions (Saale-Unstrut is missing)

• on 2.467 hectares vineyard area

• increasing amount of sponsors



l e b e n d i g . s i n n l i c h . e c h t

Viticulture in Germany

13 Wine Growing Areas
– Rheinhessen (10)

– Pfalz (8)

– Baden (2)

– Württemberg (13)

– Mosel (6)

– Franken (3)

– Nahe (7)

– Rheingau (9)

– Saale-Unstrut (11)

– Mittelrhein (5)

– Ahr (1)

– Hessische Bergstrasse (4)

– Sachsen (12)

Quelle: wikipedia



„Q U O V A D I S“
SUSTAINABILITY

How is the position of ECOVIN ?



Organic is in the center of society

O R G A N I C
is

„Mainstream“ !

(out of the niche)

…2017



regional | seasonal | compatible with nature| environmental 
friendly| fair | slow | Carbon Product Foodprint (CPF) | green | 

close to nature| ……

„Sustainability“ as buying criterion and 

marketing tool more and more important



Only for the ecological pillar a worldwide standard
is defined

The IFOAM standards are basis for guidelines of the organic 
associations wolrdwide!



Real sustainability in agriculture can be recognized



D E M A N D

Anyone who wants to make a contribution to 
ecological issues in agriculture must also comply 

with the legally stipulated criteria of the ecological 
pillar!



What is ECOVIN doing concerning „Sustainability“ ?

• Symposium 2010 in the topic „Sustainability“



• 2012-2014 Biodiversitäty-Project on Coorporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) together  with Bodenseestiftung and Global Nature Fund

What is ECOVIN doing concerning „Sustainability“ ?







ECOVIN Biodiversitäty Programme

… awarded prices





2nd transnational project meeting at Rapunzel, Izmir region, Turkey, June 2016





Different levels of getting farmers involved



Dr. Kerstin Fröhle Ralph 
Dejas

B I O W E I N U N D K L I M A S C H

U T Z

Different levels of getting farmers involved

Raising awareness: II. Identification Guide
Not a classical guide; we rather present the 
most know species and describe why they 
are important

Aim: show vine-growers that not all animals 
(or plants) they see in the vineyards are bad 

Focus: Beneficials 

Further information on pests and invasive 
species

Practical format - vine growers 
can put it into the pocket and 
take it to the field



Transnational Project Meeting
Douro Region, Portugal (May 2017)





Different levels of getting farmers involved

III. Biodiversity Check      - What is it? 
• Analysis of impacts (direct and indirect) of a winery 

on biodiversity
• Offers an individual overview of the issue of 

biodiversity
• Provides the basis for integrating biodiversity in the 

farm management

• Does not issue a certificate or label 
• Does not substitute a biodiversity impact 

assessmentWhat is assessed?
All stages of wine producing:
- Mangement
- Vineyard
- Cellar, Vinification
- Bottling, Packaging
- Sales
- Marketing

Procedure
- Interview / field visits

- Report: Summary of each area assessed; 
Positive and negative impacts; 
Recommendations for improvement

- Feedback from the farmer -
teaching/training



What actually happened in the project?

• knowledge exchange between the partner organizations 
in order to train each other and to develop materials that 
are practical and applicable.

• new and already existing knowledge has been processed 
and made more accessible to winegrowers. 

• Fact sheet, Identification guide, Educational videos

• development of training and analysis modules to train 
winegrowers in the systematic analysis of their effects. 

• Biodiversity Check, Biodiversity Action Plan



The Biodiversity Action Plan is 
mandatory for ECOVIN 
Members since 2019 !



https://www.business-biodiversity.eu/en/biodiversity-in-viticulture
For more information …

https://www.business-biodiversity.eu/en/biodiversity-in-viticulture


E C O V I N . Current Topics

• Professional work, research & training

• Quality management and certification

• Political work

• Marketing

w w w . e c o v i n . d e



P O L I T I C A L     W O R K   
…



International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements

Civil Dialogue Group WINE





Co-operation of associations
V I T I C U L T U R E

Membership

German 
Winegrowers 
Association

assembly of 
european 
wineregions

Organisation 
Internationale 
de la Vigne et 
du Vin

International 
Federation of 
Wines and 
Spirits

hier: Fachgruppe 
Wein



Downy Mildew 2016
(as an example)

5. July 2016, Eltville / Rheingau, GER











Main Causes of the
2016 desaster

Climate Change…> reinforced downey mildew infections

Copper doesn´t work within quickly recurring heavy rains!

In 2016 a lot of wineries came to their limits despite an exception
for Copper Use of 4 kg!

Absence of Potassium-Phosphonate as plant strenghener since
2013



Competition distortion within the EU

different maximum amounts of cupper allowed in plant protection because of different 

national regulations ( 3-6 kg/Ha/Y)

different climate conditions are not considered enough 

On the part of the KOM / efsa a copper minimization strategy is required (this has been 
basic prerequisites in the process  of copper approval 2009!) But not all european 
countries have such a strategy.

Very important component in minimizing strategy in GER / AT (potassium 
phosphonate) is missing since 2013!

S O L U T I O N (2016): (1) 6 kg CU in all MS or (2) 3 kg + pp

N O W from 2019 on up to 2025: CU has been allowed for total EU for 4 kg (28 Kg in 7 

years) O K . But will be not enough!!!



POTASSIUM

PHOSPHONATE

could be the solution!



What is the reason for the refusal of potassium phosphonate?

PP has been a plant strenghener

2011 modification of the EU Plant Protection Act (adaption to national law 2012).

PP because of active principle now plant protection product

But: PP does not work as a typical PPP. It dissolves defense machanisms in the
plants.

Complex listing process in der EU

Authorization for konventional viticulture has been no problem

Listing in Annex II EU-Organic-Regulation is necessary



PP. Main Criticism

(1) PP causes R E S I D U E S …> In the case of an application until flowering, the residue problem is negligible. The 
maximum residue level is 100 mg /kg grapes, which indicates the harmlessness of possible residues. (see also: 
http://www.nbnn.de/sites/default/dateien/bilder/Downloads/FactSheet_Phosponsaeure_de_April_2015.pdf)

(2) PP is produced s y n t h e t i c a l l y, which is why it is not compatible with the principles of organic farming …>
counter question: What about the copper und sulfit or baking soda PPP. It depends on the recipe and not on the
manufacturing process?!

(3) PP is s y s t e m i c …> The EGTOP report mentions Quassia und Neem, which are approved and also have a systemic
effect. The systemic effect is required. The alternative is tens of times more applications with copper, which has hardly 
any effect in the case of severe rain events, such as we have experienced last summer.

Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production | EGTOP
Report from Meeting April 28.-30.2014: 
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-policy/expert-advice/documents/final-reports/egtop-final-report-on-ppp-ii_en.pdf

http://www.nbnn.de/sites/default/dateien/bilder/Downloads/FactSheet_Phosponsaeure_de_April_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-policy/expert-advice/documents/final-reports/egtop-final-report-on-ppp-ii_en.pdf


Perspectives

Up on now only GER, AT and CZ have supportet the listing of PP.

A number of other countries are positive about this: LUX, SLO, HU, 
NL

It is very important now to get broad support from other MS. Above 
all, France can play a key role here. But also Italy and Spain as large 
wine-growers can prove their solidarity in the organic sector.







Thank you very much for your attention !

Ralph Dejas
ECOVIN Managing Director

Wormser Str. 162
D-55276 Oppenheim

Tel. + 49 6133 1640
Fax + 49 6133 1609

info@ecovin.de
www.ecovin.de


